A plasminogen-related gene is expressed in cancer cells.
The breakdown of blood clots requires the fibrinolytic action of the serine proteinase plasmin, a two-chain polypeptide derived posttranslationally from its precursor zymogen, plasminogen. While investigating plasminogen gene expression in human extrahepatic tissues, a cDNA sequence was obtained which closely resembled the plasminogen cDNA, yet appeared to represent a distinct gene product. This sequence, which represents the transcript of the recently characterized plasminogen-related gene B, encodes a putative polypeptide of Mr 8800 and is expressed most prominently in malignant cancer cells.